Topics for Discussion

1. You and your classmates have watched the New Year Speech for 2021 made by President Xi Jinping and learned its English translation. Discuss the speech with your partner. You may refer to, but are not limited to, the following prompts: 

· What is your favorite quote and why?
· What scientific achievements were mentioned? 
· What was your most unforgettable moment in 2020, and what plans do you have for 2021?
Reference links:

双语全文！习近平新年贺词：惟愿山河锦绣、国泰民安！
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/79wBRk-0fgj24yUMYMh4YQ
特稿｜国家主席习近平二〇二一年新年贺词（双语）【附金句摘选】
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/phIhjxth6i4jzHBXbkbt3w
Xi pays tribute to the nation's people in New Year address
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/31/WS5fedaf3fa31024ad0ba9fe60_1.html
Inspirational remarks from Xi's New Year greetings
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/31/WS5fedc239a31024ad0ba9fe81.html
2. Earlier this term, you and your classmates watched and reviewed the mini-movie "True to One's Original Aspiration" – a movie about USTC Professor Guo Yonghuai -- in the English Communication class. On December 31st, 2020 premiered was another mini-movie "月是故乡明", telling the stories of Prof. Qian Linzhao. Discuss the movies with your partner. You may refer to, but are not limited to, the following prompts:

-  What impressed you most in the movies?

-  What do you find in common between Prof. Guo Yonghuai and Prof. Qian Linzhao?

-  What lies at the heart of scientist spirit?  
Reference links: 
《月是故乡明》微电影首映式在中国科大举行
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/TDNMaWfPbJZ55pQ2KcvCBg
微电影 永怀初心
http://www.xinhuanet.com/video/2019-12/31/c_1210419608.htm
For a China strong in science

http://xhnewsapi.zhongguowangshi.com/share/news?id=181567265284096&winzoom=1
3. You have just visited the Museum of History of USTC. Discuss your visit with your partner. You may refer to, but are not limited to, the following prompts:

-  What impressed you most (exhibits and events)?

-  What can you learn from the history of USTC?
Reference link: 
Key moments in institution's history

http://news.ustc.edu.cn/info/1052/73710.htm
4. Your club is planning a “Sci-Tech Day" on campus for a group of visiting students from a middle school in a remote village that has just been lifted out of poverty. Discuss what you can do to make it interesting and meaningful.

· What achievements has China made in fighting poverty?
· What is your favorite story of poverty alleviation?
· How can science, technology and education contribute to poverty alleviation?

· What activities can be included?
Reference links：
Quotable quotes: Xi Jinping on Poverty Alleviation

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-04/21/c_138995925.htm
与你同行——中国科大扶贫攻坚主题原创MV全网首发！(建议仔细阅读扶贫先扶智，教育扶贫“拔穷根”部分)
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Qp0ihyb4-yxan5jHBfCDGA
GLOBALink | U.S. experts speak highly of China's poverty relief efforts
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/30/c_139630760.htm
Good Riddance to Poverty

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/31/c_139633401.htm
5. Your class is making a brochure to mark USTC’s 50th anniversary of relocation to Hefei. Discuss with your partner what contents to be included. You may refer to, but are not limited to, the following reports: 
Xi highlights crucial role of quantum tech

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202010/19/WS5f8cc996a31024ad0ba7f62e_1.html
《中国日报》跨版报道中国科大南迁五十周年丰硕成果
http://news.ustc.edu.cn/info/1032/73688.htm 

USTC: ‘The cradle of scientists’ in China
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/2018-05/01/content_36119628.htm
Born to innovate in education and research

https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3d00fa31099a234352c1a.html
Scaling the heights of quantum computing to deliver real results

https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3c5f0a31099a234352c00.html
International perspective lays the foundation for renowned achievements
https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3c5f6a31099a234352c03.html
Talented professionals show their strength
https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3c5f9a31099a234352c06.html
USTC, Hefei develop in cooperation

https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3c5f7a31099a234352c04.html
Key moments in institution's history

https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/24/WS5fe3c5f8a31099a234352c05.html
6. As is written in the book First Lectures Toward Science, Professor Qian Sanqiang, an awardee of China’s National Medal for Atomic Bomb, Missile and Satellite, explained the notion “to excel both morally and academically” (红专并进) in a physicist’s way by comparing it to a vector (矢量)，which is defined by direction and length (paragraph 2, page 6). Discuss what you think of this analogy. You may refer to, but are not limited to, the following prompts:
· Why is it important to have confidence in the path, theories, system and culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics?
· How important is a sound character to scientific research? 

· Why it is important to enhance a sense of mission for young scientists in the new ear?
Reference links:
Xi stresses role of science and technology
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/kindle/2016-04/29/content_24994145.htm
Quotable quotes: Xi's expectations of students, young people
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202009/01/WS5f4e1f93a310675eafc56da3.html
学习进行时 坚定文化自信 (英文部分)
https://www.sohu.com/a/274114110_652879
Confidence in the Path, Theory, System and Culture

http://guoqing.china.com.cn/word-en/2016-07/22/content_38939306.htm
我看中国科大这五年
http://epaper.gmw.cn/gmrb/html/2017-08/16/nw.D110000gmrb_20170816_3-05.htm?div=-1
